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How Caulbridge Compares – Teaching/Learning
Matrix

Education has become profoundly influenced by textbook, testing, and
technology companies that dictate the teaching and learning: a case of
the tail wagging the dog.
Using Teaching/Learning as the x/y axis, I developed this matrix to
answer the question: How does Caulbridge compare? Starting with
our Three Foundational Principles, Caulbridge education weaves
together the best evidence-based practices that have stood the test of
time, with innovative approaches appropriate for children now and in
their evolving future.
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On one side of the Teaching Continuum (horizontal axis) is a Test-Based
approach where Teaching Is About the Content. This is often referred
to as “teaching to the test,” or “teach it/test it.” It is quite typical in
traditional public schools. The potential benefit with this approach is
a consistent set of grade-level curriculum standards and metrics to
measure student progress.
Where this approach falls short is in the assumptions that all children
learn at the same rate or process learning in the same way. Another
risk is that these content standards are generated from a top-down
model and often are not developmentally appropriate for the younger
child.
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The opposite end of the “Teaching” continuum is some form of
“un-schooling,” where Teaching is About the Experience. This is based
on the belief that everything a child needs to learn can come from realworld experiences. While it is true that children can gain practical
knowledge and skills from experiences, it is more likely that a child may
have an interesting experience, but it will depend completely on the
skill of the facilitator to determine if learning is happening. A benefit
associated with this approach is that it may promote individual creativity
and freedom for some children. A risk, however, would be missing the
opportunity for coherent learning or healthy child development.
The Learning Continuum (vertical axis) ranges from a class-directed
approach where Learning is About the Group’s Process, meaning the
class moves ahead together and no one moves until everyone is ready.
The priority is on the collective and social learning of the class. A likely
risk of this approach is that individual children may not be noticed, or
challenged academically or socially. A potential benefit of this approach
is that social and collaboration skills are being practiced.
At the top of the Learning Continuum is a child-directed approach
where Learning is About the Individual’s Process, which represents
independent study or self-paced learning. A potential risk of this
approach is that one aspect of a child’s learning or development is
accelerated at the expense of other capacities. On the other hand,
developing a child’s autonomy, self-reliance, and individual learning
style may be a beneficial result of this approach.
In developing Caulbridge education, we reviewed and intentionally
selected the best evidence-based practices, and aligned those practices
with the stages of the developing child.
Anyone who has worked in the education field for more than five
years has seen curriculum and teaching trends come and go, then
come back again under a different name! Teachers usually pick and
choose curriculum and teaching practices based on their own personal
preference, and will often boast of blending a little of this and a little
of that to make an interesting curriculum. The problem with blending
pieces from varying curricula is that it dilutes the effectiveness of the
results, much like blending your beautiful water color paints until you
end up with an ugly brown mess. When selecting curriculum and
teaching methods, it is essential to maintain the fidelity of the method
to ensure the results. Caulbridge has very intentionally selected its
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curriculum, teaching methods, and school practices so as to support
the developing child.

Formative and Summative Assessments
Like the traditional public schools, we adopt consistent grade-level
expectations to help assess a child’s progress in learning. In place of
the standardized tests, however, Caulbridge uses both formative and
summative assessments. Formative assessments help teachers identify
concepts, learning outcomes, or skills that students are struggling to
understand, for the purpose of improving upon instruction and student
learning while it’s happening. Summative assessments are used to
evaluate student learning progress and achievement at the conclusion
of a thematic unit, or at regular intervals of time throughout the school
year.

Evidence of Learning
•

Evidence of a student’s learning is demonstrated through the
work that students produce, as well as their participation in
activities. Using a lesson book or portfolio, students essentially
create their own textbook, which includes essays, drawings,
maps, poetry, or descriptions of lab experiments.

•

Caulbridge educators regularly assess students in math, language
arts, and all course curricula, as well as oracy, sensory-motor,
executive-functioning and social-emotional skills.
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